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Overview 

Arlington Kiosk Browser (AKB) is a secure  and customizable web browser, 

enabling it to be used for a wide range of purposes from full PC lockdown (eg. 

kiosk setup), regulated access to acceptable sites (eg. for businesses or schools), 

or to full internet access, or as a presentation tool (in a st ore, public area or in a 

lobby).  No programming knowledge is required to configure the program.  

 

Apart from restricted site access, some of the other configurable options include 

logging of web sites accessed, prevention of file downloads and the ability t o 

customi ze the toolbar and include your company logo. Coupled with this 

flexibility, AKB can be tailor -made to suit your business.  

Key Browser Features  Key Uses  

Optionally restrict web site access  Kiosks  

Optionally restrict Adult content  CyberLounges  

Optionally lockdown PC (Start button, Taskbar, Ctrl -Alt -Del etc)  Universities  

Logging of web sites visited  Schools  

Customisable toolbar  Libraries  

Customisable address bar  Student Services  

Customisable favourites bar  Trade Shows  

User defined favourites  Hospitals  

Centralised administration  E-Learning  

Prevent launching of other programs  Tourist Information Centers  

Inactivity timeout to home page  Banks  

Prevent file downloads  Department Stores  

Prevent popup windows  Intranets  

Password protected  Retail O utlets  

Power Point slide shows  Exam Rooms  

 

 

System Requirements 

Hardware Requirements :  

Intel Pentium processor; 300  MHz or faster recommended  
128 MB RAM  
5 MB of available hard drive disk space  

Operating System Requirements . One of :  
Windows 95 OSR 2  

Win dows 98, Windows 98 SE, Windows ME  

Windows NT 4.0 SP4  
Windows 2000  
Windows XP  SP1 or SP2  
Windows Vista  
Windows 7  
 

Note: AKB uses the core components of Internet Explorer. It is recommended that 
Internet Explorer 8 or higher is installed  due t o the memory leak issues associated 
with Internet Explorer 6 and 7.  
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Downloading and Installing AKB 
You can download the AKB setup program from the Arlington website by going to 

the AKB download page http://www.a rli ngton.com.au/ download.aspx  and cl icking 

on the appropriate version  link.  

AKB setup program f ile size: 1.2M b.  

 
Approximate Download times:  

  56k dialup connection:  ~ 3 Minutes.  

  DSL/C able connection:  ~1  Minute.  

  T1 connection:  ~1  Minute.  

 

When prompted to Open or Save, choose Save and select your download folder. 

This can be any folder on your PC or a network drive. Take n ote of  the name of 

th is folder .  

After the  setup program (nam ed setupakb.exe) is downloaded,  use Windows Explorer to 
navigate to  the folder  where you saved it and double -click it to install the program. Accept 
all the default options.  Installation is now complete.  

Note: If a previous version of AKB was already insta lled when you run the setup program, 
then any Options settings that you had set will be preserved unless you first uninstall AKB.  

You can uninstall AKB by choosing Start ĄPrograms ĄArlington Kiosk Browser ĄUninstall 
Arlington Kiosk Browser.  
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Starting AKB 

Aft er you install AKB you can run it either from the Start -- >Programs -- >Arlington 

Kiosk Browser menu or by double -clicking the icon placed on the Windows 

Desktop. When you run AKB for the first time, you will be prompted to create  an 

admin password as shown i n Figure 1. This allows you to control who can access 

the Options area where various restrictions are defined. Either enter a password 

and click Save Password, or choose to enter one at a later date  (ie next time you 

start AKB)  by clicking on the Remind me  Later button.  
 
Figure 1  ï The Create Password screen  

 
 
 

The Main Screen 
 
You will next be presented with the main screen which is divided into four main 

areas: The Toolbar, the Favo rites  Menu  and the Browser window as shown in 

Figure 2. A Control  Bar may  also be displayed below the Toolbar depending on 

the configuration in the Session/ Startup Tab. A Status bar is also displayed at the 

bottom of the screen.  

The Toolbar lets users navigate web pages  (Back, Forwards, Stop, Refresh, Home , Logoff 

(Logging Off clears the user cache and returns to the home page, to assist with protecting 
a users privacy ) )  and also to P rint the screen  or show a Print Preview prior to printing . The 
Toolbar can be edited with any HTML editor  or even Notepad to add or remove buttons,  

change the button images or add your own links (see the section on editing the toolbar 
later in this documentation for specific syntax rules).  The Toolbar also allows you to enter 
the Options area by clicking on the Options button or exit AKB by clicking on the Exit 
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button. As an administrator, you can remove the  Options and/or Exit  buttons and choose 
to click Ctrl -O or Ctrl -X anywhere on the main Browser window surface  to enter the 

Options menu or Exit AKB respectively. The Address B ox , should you choose to make it 
visible via the Options menu, allows a user to quickly jump to a web page by typing in a 

URL, for examp le http://www.myuniversity.com  and pressing the Enter key or by clicking 
on the Go button next to  the address box . 

The Favorites  Bar consists of a set of web sites and associated icon images that have been 
defined in the Options menu (Favorites Tab).  

 

Figure 2 ï The main screen  showing the Toolbar at the top, Favorites Menu to the left and 
the option al on-screen keyboard.  

 

 

http://www.myuniversity.com/
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The Options menu 

Clicking on the Options button  on the Toolbar, or clicking somewhere on the main 

Browser window and pressing Ctrl -O will take you to the Options menu (after 

entering the Admin password if it has been set) as sho wn in Figure 3. There are 

various Tabs where you can customize AKB to suit the way you wish to use it in 

your environment. All options are stored in an encrypted file called config.dat .  

Some of the common features you might like to set via the Options meu tabs are :  

Favorites Tab -- > A list of URLs that are permissible  to access.  
Restrictions Tab s -- > Restrict access to only sites in the Favorites List of URLs.  
Restrictions Tab s -- > Prevent access to Start Button, Task Bar etc.  
Restrictions Tab s -- > Prevent  various programs from launching.  
Session/ Startup Tab -- > Tell AKB which page to go to, when it starts  and set timeouts . 

Each Options Tab will now be discussed in detail.  

 

The Help Tab 
 
Figure 3 The Help Tab 

 
 

 

The Help tab shown in Figure 3 displays the version of AKB you are using and 

copyright information. Also on the Help tab, you can click on the link to the 

Administrator Guide (this document) or open the Windows Task Manager to gain 

access to the operating system even if AKB is in secure lockdown mod e.  
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The Appearance Tab 
 

Figure 4 -  Appearance Tab  

 
 
The Appearance tab  is shown in Figure 4. If you want to alter or rearrange the 

HTML displayed in the Toolbar including buttons, layout etc, you can click on the 

ñEdit Toolbar HTMLò button which will launch Notepad  as shown in Figure 5,  

open ing  the file named toolbar.htm  located in the same folder where you installed 

AKB.  Within this file, t he graphic images for Back, Forwards, Stop, Refresh, 

Home, Print, Print Preview, Options and Exit are layed out in an  HTML table. AKB 

can tell which graphic image a user clicks on by assigning <A> tag href links as 

follows:  

 
Toolbar  Action  Corresponding <A> tag href  command  

Backwards  
 

Back.cmd  

Forwards  
 

Forward.cmd  

Stop  
 

Stop.cmd  

Refresh  Refresh.cmd  
 

Home  
 

Home.cmd  

Print  
 

Print.cmd  

Print Preview  
 

PrintPreview.cmd  

Logoff (clears cache and returns to start page)  Logoff.cmd  

Options  
 

Options.cmd  

Exit  
 

Exit.cmd  

Go to a URL entered in Address box  Go to .cmd  

Link to any website  http:// www.yoursite.com  
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Each <A> tag in  the default toolbar.htm file encloses an <img> tag which defines 

the actual image file (gif, jpg or any image format supported by Internet 

Explorer).  You can rearrange this HTML any way you wish as long as you maintain 

the href commands which tell the AKB  program what action to take.  

You can change the Toolbar background image by replacing the file 

ToolbarBackground.gif with your own image file.  

 

If you donôt wish to use Notepad, you can load the toolbar.htm file in an HTML 

editor such as Frontpage, Visual  Studio or Dreamweaver outside of AKB.  Simply 

save the toolbar file and restart AKB to see the changes.  

 

As an example, if you wished to remove the Print and Print Preview icons then 

simply remove the relevant HTML between the <TD></TD> tags surrounding th e 

<A> tags for the Print.cmd and PrintPreview.cmd commands.  

 

Near the end of the toolbar.htm file are two <td></td> tags enclosing two 

<img> tags. The first <img> tag refers to the animated gif to be displayed when 

a page is downloading.  This is called the  Browser Activity indicator.  The second 

<img> tag refers to the animated gif to be displayed when a page download is 

complete. AKB ensures that only one of the two images is visible at any one time 

and that they occupy the same location on the toolbar.  You can delete this <td> 

cell if you donôt need it. You can also choose to control the visibility of this 

animated gif via the checkbox option labeled ñShow Activity Indicator in Toolbarò 

You can remove the Options and/or Exit buttons in the toolbar.htm file and choose to click 

Ctrl -O or Ctrl -X anywhere on the main Browser window surface to enter the Options menu 
or Exit AKB respectively.  

You can also set the program caption in the Appearance tab. This caption will be displayed 
only if you have unticked the o ption ñHide the program caption baré.ò In the Restrictions 
Tab (see Figure 7).  

The Appearance Tab has a General section in which you can control the visibility and 
dimensions of the major screen components . You can also control the overall height , 

width, t op and left  (in pixels)  of the browser. And you can optionally force the browser to 
Stay On Top of other windows. You can also change the Favorites bar background image 
by clicking on the button and following the instructions.  

The option ñPrint to Default Printerò is ticked by default. This means that if a user clicks on 
the Print icon in the Toolbar then they will not be prompted to select a printer. If the 
option is unticked, then the user will be prompted to select a printer from a list of those 
printer s which have been installed on the PC where AKB is installed.  

If you have licensed (purchased) AKB by receiving a Registration Key from Arlington, then 
you can optionally hide the status bar displayed at the bottom of the browser. The status 
bar has a buil t - in page -download progress bar  and also displays other status information 
to users such as whether a site they are trying to navigate to is in the list of acceptable 
sites defined in the Favorites Tab (see Figure 8).  

Several options allow you to hide or d isplay the Options, Exit, Print, Print Preview and 
Logoff buttons without needing to edit the toolbar.htm file or have knowledge of HTML.  

Four skins (themes) are included with the browser ï Blue, Silver, Classic and Kids. Simply 
click on one of the Skin bu ttons to change the skin.  

You can also choose to show or hide the on -screen keyboard via the Show On -screen 
keyboard checkbox. This keyboard is useful in touch -screen kiosk applications.  
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Figure 5 -  Editing the Toolbar  
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The Desktop Restrictions Tab 
The Desktop Restrictions Tab shown in Figure 6.  

 

If you want to ñLock downò the PC desktop and prevent users from tampering 

with the PC or running other programs while AKB is running then tick the  

ñPrevent access to Start Button, Ctrl-Alt -Deléééò option. Doing so will prompt 

you to click Yes when asked to do so by the dWinlock driver  component of AKB. 

You will also need to restart AKB to enable this option.  

 

Another Desktop Restriction option allows you to hide the normal program caption 

bar and maximize/min imize buttons. You can also choose to prevent various 

other programs such as Internet Explorer and Windows Explorer from launching 

or running while AKB is running. AKB will terminate already running programs if 

you have chosen to prevent them from running.  

 

You can also prevent users from saving files to the Hard Drive (C: drive) whilst 

letting them save files to USB -Drives.  

 

This tab also allows you to change the Admin password. A minimum password 

length of 3 characters (letters and/or digits) is required.  

 

The option ñRequire password to exit the programò will prompt a user to enter the 

Admin password before they can exit the program (unless the Admin password 

has not been set in which case they will not be prompted).  

 

 

 

 

Figure 6 ï Desktop Restrictions Ta b 
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The Web Content Tab 
 

In the Web Content Tab you can choose to restrict access to only those web sites 

defined in the Favorites List Tab (see Figure 8). Sub pages are considered to be 

part of the web site. For example, if you have defined the page  

http://news.bbc.co.uk  in the Favorites List, then this page and the page 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/august/subpage.htm  are both considered as allowed 

pages.  

 

This tab allows you to block any URL (web address) which contains any one of the 

keywords listed in the file named ñblockedkeywords.txtò, which you can edit by 

clicking on the ñEdit List of Blocked Keywordsò button. This will block the majority 

of Adult sites.  

 

You can also prevent downloading of program files (files with an extension of 

.exe) and zip files. You can separately prevent downloading of pdf files.  

 

This tab  also has an option for logging all web sites successfully visited to a text 

log file (named logfi le.txt) created in the folder where AKB is installed.  

Clicking on the button ñView Log Fileò will launch Notepad and open the Log File 

for Viewing.  

 

AKB can be set as the default browser by following the instructions displayed by 

clicking on the button lab eled ñSet this browser as the default browserò. 

 

 

Figure 7 ïWeb Content  Tab 

 
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/august/subpage.htm
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The Favorites List Tab 
The Favorites Tab shown in Figure 8 allows you to specify  links and icons 

displayed in the Favorites Menu. The list of favorites also controls which sit es can 

be accessed if the option ñRestrict access to only those  sites  in the Favorites Listò 

is ticked in the Restrictions Tab.  

 

There are two ways of controlling how the Favorites  Menu is rendered in the 

browser . The easiest and default way is to automati cally render the HTML file 

used to display the Favorites List based on items entered into the Favorites List in 

the Favorites Tab.  

 

To enter a Favorite Web site:  

 

1.  Enter a name eg USA Jobs  

2.  Enter a website URL eg ht tp://www.usajobs.opm.gov  

3.  Enter an image file name eg myimage.gif  

 

You can also specify local URLs eg file://c: \ temp \ mymenu.htm  

 

Image files are presumed to reside in the same folder as AKB unless you specify a 

remote image URL such as http://www.mysite.com/myimage.jpg  

Image files may be of any type displayable by Internet Explorer (eg gif, jpg, png 

etc).  If you leave the image file name blank, then no image will  be displayed next 

to the Site Name in the Favorites Menu.  Specifying an image file name of N will 

include the Site in the list of allowed Web Sites (for example, if restrictions have 

been enabled in the Restrictions Tab), but will not display a link in th e Favorites 

Menu.  

 

You can also use wildcards ( * ) in website URLôs for those sites where part of the 

URL may change as you navigate around the site. For example: *.epnet.com  

But note that you will also need a second entry in the favorites list to define th e 

fixed URL, for example http://www.epnet.com  that the user initially navigates to.  

 

The other way to render the Favorites List is to manually edit the favorites.htm 

file by unticking ñAutomatically render favorites based on this listò. You can edit 

favorites.htm with Notepad by clicking on the button ñEdit Favorites HTMLò (as 

shown in Figure 9)  or in any HTML editor. This gives you complete control over 

the look and feel of the render ed Favorites Menu in a similar way to the Toolbar. 

Note however, that web site Restrictions are based on the URLôs in the Favorites 

Tab and not on any URLôs that you enter when manually editing the favorites.htm 

file.  

 

Four buttons to the right of the Favorites Tab allow you to move rows up  or down 

in the list, as well as insert or delete rows in the list .

http://www.usajobs.opm.gov/
../../../temp/mymenu.htm
http://www.mysite.com/myimage.jpg
http://www.epnet.com/
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Figure 8 -  Favorites List Tab  

 
 
Figure 9 -  Editing Favorites.htm  

 



Arlington Browsers ï Administrator Guide - Page 15 of 22 

 

The Session/Startup Tab 
 

The Session/ Startup Tab allows you to control the website initially displayed by 

AKB each ti me it starts up. Pressing the Logoff  button will also navigate AKB to 

this web site. There are three startup choices:  

 

1.  Start with the Home Page defined in Internet Explorer.  

2.  Use a specified web  Home/Start/Logon/Loop  page.  

3.  Use a file  (eg an HTML file or Pow er Point File ).  

 

If you have enabled Web site restrictions in the Restrictions Tab, then ensure any 

site URLs specified as the home page are listed in the Favorites Tab.  

 

An Inactivity Timeout can  also be enabled to occur a certain number of minutes 

after user mouse and keyboard activity has ceased. The timeout action can be set 

to either return to the Home Page or return to a page chosen randomly from the 

first specified number of sites listed in the Favorites Tab.  When a timeout occurs, 

the internal Backw ard/Forward cache is cleared  if ñDelete Historyò is ticked. 

Clicking the Logoff  button will also clear the cache  if ñDelete Historyò is ticked. 

This is useful for helping to protect userôs privacy (ie they can click Logoff  to clear 

the cache before finishi ng using the kiosk PC).  In addition, any open popup 

windows are automatically closed.  

 

If you wish to display a Power Point slide show, browse to the Slide Show file (for 

example c: \ mydocs \ myshow.ppt), and tick the option to advance the Slide Show 

to the n ext slide in the specified time interval (default is 5 seconds).  

Restart the browser for this setting to take effect.  

 

Checking the  ñStart Browser when Windows Startsò checkbox will make AKB start 

automatically after  Windows starts. Checking ñSet Browser as Windows Shellò 

goes a step further by making AKB the default Windows Interface, with no normal 

Windows desktop icons or buttons visible or accessible. These options are  useful 

in an unattended kiosk environment.  

 

A Session countdown timer is also provide d for setting up a simple internet café 

and prompting people to pay at the end of a session , or for Employee Self Service 

kiosks . An optional reminder message can be displayed if the timer counts down 

to a nominated number of minutes left. And you can opti onally allow the 

employee or user to extend their session by a nominated number of minutes.  
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Figure 10 ï Session/ Startup Tab  
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The Network Configuration Tab 
 

The Network Configuration Tab allows AKB to either use a local Configuration File 

(named config .dat )  located in the same folder as AKB or a remote Configuration 

File (also named config.dat) located in a central network folder or URL.  

 

The default setting is not  to refresh the config.dat file from a central folder or 

URL. This means that AKB will rea d in the Options stored in the config.dat file 

(located in the folder where AKB is installed) each time AKB starts. And whenever 

you make a change to any Options Tab settings and click the OK button, AKB will 

update the config.dat file with the changed Opt ions settings.  

 

If you wish to use a centrally located config.dat file, then follow this procedure:  

 

1.  Install AKB on any PC  (usually the administratorôs PC) and set all the 

options in the various Options tabs to suit your environment.  

2.  Copy the config.dat fi le from this PC to either a central network folder, for 

example k: \ myfolder \ config.dat OR to a web server virtual directory such 

that it becomes available as, for example, 

http://www.mysite.com/config.dat  

Please see your network administrator if you unsure how to do this.  

3.  Then, on each PC to be deployed, run AKB and choose the Option to 

Refresh the Config File from a central folder or URL, and enter the fully 

qualified name of the central config.dat file, fo r example 

k: \ myfolder \ config.dat OR http://www.mysite.com/config.dat  

4.  Then whenever AKB starts on the deployed PC, it will read - in the 

config.dat file and use the Options defined within it.  

5.  If you need to ch ange the Options in the config.dat file on the central 

folder or URL then follow steps 1 and 2 again.  

 

If you need to point one group of PCs to one central conf ig .dat file and another  

group of PCs to a different central config.dat file then this can also b e done in a 

similar fashion.  

 

Clicking on the Internet Explorer Settings button will launch the IE Internet 

Options tabbed dialog box.  The settings defined in IE, for example the LAN 

settings, are used by AKB.  

 

http://www.mysite.com/config.dat
http://www.mysite.com/config.dat
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Figure 11 -  Network Configuration Tab  
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The Popup Control Tab 
 

The Popup  Control  Tab gives you control over the behavior  of popup windows.  

 

Popup windows can be blocked  in this tab.  But by ticking ñDisplay button to let 

users temporarily allow popups that have been blockedò, you can allow users to 

temporarily allow popups when using, for example, Internet Banking sites.  When 

a website tries to open a popup window (eg for Internet Banking login) the button 

will appear at the right -hand side of the Control Bar  and flash briefly to allow a 

user to clic k on it and allow popups. If they click on the button again, popups will 

be blocked once again, and the cycle begins over.  

 

You can also specify whether Max, Min and Close buttons are shown. For example 

you may wish to use your own Close button in your pop up script.  

 

You can also define the caption to display in Popup windows (or set to blank).  

There is also an option to use Internet Explorer (IE) to open popups instead of 

AKB. You can also have AKB hide popup windows instead of closing them. This 

may be us eful in some applications.  

 

Finally you can specify the default width, height, left and top of popup windows if 

the script that opened the popup doesnôt provide specific values. Normally these 

values are provided in a window.open Javascript statement.  

 

 

Figure 12 ï Popup  Control  Tab  

 








